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My Firefly Fact Book
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The f irefly can be found worldwide, except 
Antarctica, with over 150 species found in 

the U.S. and Canada.

My Firefly Fact Book



Like all beetles, f ireflies undergo complete 
metamorphosis with four stages in their life 

cycle: egg, larva, pupa, and adult.
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Fireflies, also known as lightning bugs, are 
part of the beetle family, Lampyridae, and the 
order Coleoptera. They are nocturnal insects.



The f irefly larvae will follow the slime trails of 
slugs, and snails, before biting them to 

paralyze them. Then they eat up their prey.

The f ireflyÕs glow is produced by a chemical 
reaction. This makes them bioluminescent. 
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Many adult f ireflies donÕt eat. Some species 
may eat nectar or pollen. Others have been 

known to drink water from a leaf.
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However, the female f ireflies of the genus 
Photuris. When a male f lies by, the females copy 
the Photinus pyralis femaleÕs flash pattern to lure 
the male in. Then they try to eat the male f irefly. 

This is known as Ôaggressive mimicryÕ.



Each glowing species of f irefly has their own 
unique f lashing pattern.
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Fireflies taste nasty and they can also kill. When 
they are attacked, they shed drops of blood 

containing bitter chemicals that are poisonous to 
vertebrates. This is known as Ôreflex bleedingÕ.



Cut out and Match the Picture to its Shadow
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Print out on card stock, cut and laminate for durability. Use for matching games or making patterns.
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4 Piece Puzzle
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4 Piece Puzzle



Circle the odd one out
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What Comes Next?
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Finish the Patterns.
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Counting Puzzle. Print, cut out on solid black lines, laminate for durability and put the puzzle 
together in the correct number order.
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Counting Puzzle. Print, cut out on solid black lines, laminate for durability and put the puzzle 
together in the correct number order.
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Follow the Directions
Circle the 4th (fourth)

Cross out the 2nd (second)

Draw a line under the 3rd (third)

Draw a line above the 1st (first)

�� Simple Living. Creative Learning



Circle the Correct Number

1
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3

2
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3 Part Cards

eggs

larva

eggs

larva
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3 Part Cards

pupa

adult

pupa

adult
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Information Cards

eggs

larva

Females deposit about 
100 eggs in moist soil or 
near the soil surface. The 
eggs hatch in about 3 Ð4 

weeks. 
Some of the firefly eggs 
are bioluminescent, so you 

may see them glowing 
dimly.

The firefly larvae produce 
light and are sometimes 
called glow worms. They 

usually live in the soil and at 
night come out and hunt 

slugs, snails and worms. The 
larva repeatedly molt before 

pupating.
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larva repeatedly 
pupating.



3 Part Cards

pupa

adult
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After emerging, the 
adult firefly only has 

one purpose: to 
reproduce.

They mate, produce 
offspring and die.

When the larva is ready to 
pupate, they construct a mud 

chamber in the soil. Some species 
attach themselves to the bark of 

a tree. In a process called 
histolysis, the larvaÕs body is 

broken down, activating special 
groups of transformative cells. 

This triggers a biochemical 
process that transforms the larva 
into the adult form. This usually 
takes anyway from 10 days to a 

few weeks to complete.few weeks to complete.



Firefly Life Cycle

larva

eggs

pupa

adult
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Firefly Life Cycle

_________

__________

______________

__________
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Firefly Life Cycle
Cut and Paste

1

3

2

4
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Count the Objects

© Simple Living. Creative Learning



Counting Puzzles 

1 2 3 4

2 4 6 8
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0 1 2 4 2 3

5 6 43 4 5
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4 5 6 4 5 6

7 9 87 6 8
© Simple Living. Creative Learning



Addition Cards

4 2 5 4 2 3

+ 

0 2 1 1 0 2
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+ 

+ + 

+ 



Addition Cards

6 7 5 4 5 6

4 5 6 7 5 6
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+ + 

+ + 



Subtraction Cards

1 2 3 1 2 3

1 2 0 2 3 1
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- -

- -



Subtraction Cards

3 5 4 4 5 3

1 2 3 2 1 0
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Size Sequencing Cards
Print out on card stock. Cut 
out and laminate. Use to put 

in order.
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Size Sequencing Cards
Print out on card stock. Cut 
out and laminate. Use to put 

in order.
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Size Sequencing Cards
Print out on card stock. Cut 
out and laminate. Use to put 

in order.
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Size Sequencing Cards
Print out on card stock. Cut 
out and laminate. Use to put 

in order.
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Coloring Activity ÐColor the picture in to match the color indicated. 

red blue green

yellow purple black

white gray pink
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Do ÐA - Dot
Dot all the letters:  E e
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Do ÐA - Dot
Dot all the letters:  P p
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P
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Do ÐA - Dot
Dot all the letters:  F f

p

f
B

GD

E
f

f F
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w
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m F
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Dice Game

10

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

Make up the dice and roll 
it and graph the results.
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Trace the Letters 

````

`````
`````

````eggs
larva
pupa
firefly
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Decorate the Firef ly
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Label the Firef ly

antennae legs thorax
abdomen wings compound eye
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What I know about Firef lies
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What I want to learn about Firef lies
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What time will the egg hatch?
Write the time under each clock.
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LetÕs Add!
Complete each addition sum.

12
+ 15

21
+ 20

73
+ 11

32
+ 25

11
+ 7

31
+ 10

64
+ 24

52
+ 26

27
+ 22
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I can Subtract!
Complete each subtraction sum.

26
- 21

57
- 13

45
- 11

39
- 23

99
- 9

16
- 2

29
- 21

46
- 12

28
- 17
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99 16

29 46



Singular or Plural?
Write the words below under the correct heading.

Singular Plural

f iref ly f iref lies
egg light
eggs lights
hatch paralyses
paralyse hatches
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Using the words above write some sentences about Fireflies.
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Fireflies
firefly eggs hatch moist soil
light snails slugs molt larva
pupa poison paralyse glow eat
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Nouns or Verbs?
Cut our the words below and paste them under the correct column..

Nouns Verbs

firefly glowing fly
pupa illuminateflashing
larva paralyzingmolting
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