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The Baird’s beaked whale prefers the 
deeper waters of the open sea, living 
in the cool waters of the Northern 
Pacific from California to the Bering 
Sea. They have a long tubular beak 
and a single blowhole on the back of 
their head. These whales scavenge 
close to the bottom of the ocean 
looking for mackerel, octopi, sardines 
and squid to eat. 

The beluga whale, also known as the 
white whale, are very social creatures. 
They communicate with high pitched 
clicks and whistles and use echolocation 
to find food and navigate around the 
ocean. They feed on a diet of fish, 
crustaceans, krill, squid, octopus, crab 
and sand worms. Beluga whales are 
mammals that are able to live in cold 
climates due to a thick layer of 
insulated blubber. 

The blue whale is the largest animal 
alive and also one of the loudest. 
These apex predators eat a diet that 
consists mainly of krill. Being a baleen 
whale, they do not have any teeth, so 
rely on their baleen plates to capture 
their prey. Due to the hunting of these 
whales in the whaling era, they are 
considered endangered and are listed 
as a protected species.
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The bowhead whale is a large baleen 
whale and can be found in the upper 
northern hemisphere in and around 
arctic waters. They have the thickest 
blubber out of all the whale species, 
which helps keep them warm all year 
round. They have a rounded back and no 
dorsal fin. They eat small prey such as 
plankton, krill and copepods. They get 
their name because of their bow-shaped 
jaw which resembles the bow of an 
archer.

Dolphins are very social creatures with a 
high level of intelligence and a great 
ability to learn and perform complex 
tasks. They often hunt in groups for prey 
such as fish, eels, shrimp and squid. 
Though they do have teeth, they often 
swallow their prey whole. It is believed 
that they have excellent eyesight and 
hearing, but a poor sense of smell. 
Though they are not considered 
endangered, hunting this protected 
species is illegal,

The fin whale is considered the second 
biggest whale in existence. These 
solitary mammals can be found 
throughout the world’s major oceans 
with the exception of the coldest 
regions. Their diet consists of 
crustaceans, krill, squid and fish. They 
are filter feeders, consuming large 
amounts of food and water, then 
expelling the water, trapping their prey. 
it is estimated that a healthy adult fin 
whale can live up to 100 years.

bowhead whalejaw which resembles the bow of an 

dolphinendangered, hunting this protected 

fin whale
© Simple Living. Creative Learning



During the whaling industry, these large 
mammals where hunted for its oil until 
they nearly became extinct. They are 
now a protected species and their 
numbers are continually growing. These 
whales are bottom feeders, swimming 
to the bottom of the ocean to scoop up 
sediments from the sea floor, then filter 
feeding on crustaceans. Gray whales 
can be found in the eastern north 
Pacific Ocean and near Korea.

The killer whale, also known as the 
orca or blackfish, is the largest animal 
in the dolphin family. This apex 
predator has teeth instead of baleen 
plates. They use echolocation to locate 
prey such as fish, squid, octopus, sea 
lions, seals, penguins, whales, dolphins 
and even sharks. These marine 
mammals can be found in all of the 
worlds major oceans.

The minke whale possess baleen plates 
instead of teeth so feed using the filter 
feeding technique. Their diet consists of 
various fish such as capelin, salmon and 
cod as well as eel, krill and various 
copepods. These whales can be found 
travelling through all the worlds major 
oceans. Many of these whales were 
killed during the whaling era and they 
are now a protected species, though in 
certain countries they are still able to be 
hunted.
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The narwhal whale can be found in the 
Canadian Arctic and Greenlandic waters 
all year round. This whale is unique, 
being the only cetacean that is known to 
have a long ivory tusk that extends from 
its upper left side of its jaw. Their diet 
consists of flatfish, cod, shrimp and 
Gonatus squid. These animals are known 
to make one of the deepest dives of all 
marine animals and have been known to 
remain underwater for up to 25 minutes 
while making these dives. 

This toothed whale’s diet consists of 
fish, squid and octopus which they 
search for in dark areas or at night 
using echolocation. Communication 
between these animals involves the 
use of clicking and whistling sounds. 
The social nature of these animals, 
make them an easy target for 
poachers. They have also been 
captured for research purposes and 
displayed in aquariums.

The sei whale is baleen whale and the 
third largest whale. They are also one of 
the fastest whales, reaching speeds in 
excess of 48 km (30 miles) per hour for 
short periods of time. Being filter 
feeders, there diet primarily consists of 
krill, copepods, fish and plankton. These 
whales are known for creating very loud 
low-pitched sounds. These endangered 
and protected whales can be found in all 
major oceans of the world.

narwhal whaleremain underwater for up to 25 minutes 

pilot whale

sei whale

captured for research purposes and 



The sperm whale is the largest toothed 
whale, also having the largest brain out 
of any animal known to exist. They have 
a block shaped head with an organ 
known as the spermaceti organ on its 
head. Their diet consists of medium to 
large squid, octopus and fish. They are 
deep divers who have been known to 
hold their breath for up to 90 minutes. 
They can be found swimming in all the 
major oceans of the world. sperm whale
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whale and can be found in the upper 
northern hemisphere in and around 
arctic waters. They have the thickest 
blubber out of all the whale species, 
which helps keep them warm all year 
round. They have a rounded back and no 
dorsal fin. They eat small prey such as 
plankton, krill and copepods. They get 
their name because of their bow-shaped 
jaw which resembles the bow of an 
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